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Memorandum 
 
Date: March 11, 2020 
To: Board of Education 
From: Kevin Kaardal, Superintendent of Schools/CEO 
Prepared by: Rhonda Ovelson, Assistant Superintendent  
 
Action Item:   International Field Studies  

 
 

1.0 ISSUE STATEMENT 
The World Health Organization (WHO) on March 11, 2020, declared COVID-19 a pandemic, 
pointing to the over 118,000 cases of the coronavirus illness in over 110 countries and territories 
around the world and the sustained risk of further global spread.  In light of current world events, 
District staff have determined that there is a risk of harm to students and staff travelling 
internationally. The situation is fluid and changing daily.  As the spread of COVID-19 continues 
to escalate concern from parents and staff around uncertainty of return travel, as well as, the 
potential for quarantine has increased.  Associated risks with travel at this time include:  disease 
contraction, returning to Kelowna infected and infecting others, travel interruption, effect of 
quarantine, costs associated with quarantine, availability of resources and medical system 
capacity, costs of foreign medical systems, as well as, willingness of employee supervisors to 
assume responsibility for large groups of students.  In light of these circumstances, the District 
must act with an abundance of caution. 

 
2.0 RELEVANT BOARD MOTION/DIRECTION 
 Policy 525 Field Studies-Curricular and Extra-Curricular states, "The Board may cancel or 

modify a field study approved in accordance with this policy and regulations when unforeseen 
events occur". 

 
3.0 BACKGROUND 
 The following international field studies are scheduled for departure during the coming weeks:  

• Mount Boucherie Secondary School:  Music Performances in Disneyland and Universal 
Studios, Southern California (March 13-March 19, 2020) 

• Mount Boucherie Secondary, Okanagan Mission Secondary, Rutland Senior Secondary and 
Kelowna Senior Secondary France Exchange (March 14-April 25, 2020) 

• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Cultural and Historical Tour, Germany, France, and 
Belgium (March 18-April 1, 2020) 

• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Leadership Education and Enrichment, Southern 
California (March 27-April 5, 2020)  

• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Musical and Cultural Events, Activities and Experience, 
New York (April 5-April 12, 2020) 
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4.0 POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION 

Travel insurance may mitigate costs for families should the Board of Education cancel 
International field studies due to the unforeseen health risks cited above. 
 

5.0 SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS/CEO'S COMMENTS 
The health and safety of students and chaperones participating in field studies abroad is our 
primary concern.  At this time, there is too much uncertainty surrounding international field 
studies.  Therefore, it is recommended that the Board of Education cancel the listed International 
field studies travel due to the risk of harm to students and staff. 

  
6.0 OPTIONS FOR ACTION 

1. Board of Education supports the recommendation.  
2. Board of Education delays decision until closer to departure date. 
3. Board of Education supports the field studies moving forward as scheduled. 

 
7.0 STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

  
THAT:  The Board of Education cancel the following International Field Studies: 

 
• Mount Boucherie Secondary School:  Music Performances in Disneyland and Universal 

Studios, Southern California (March 13-March 19, 2020) 
• Mount Boucherie Secondary, Okanagan Mission Secondary, Rutland Senior Secondary and 

Kelowna Senior Secondary France Exchange (March 14-April 25, 2020) 
• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Cultural and Historical Tour, Germany, France, and 

Belgium (March 18-April 1, 2020) 
• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Leadership Education and Enrichment, Southern 

California (March 27-April 5, 2020)  
• Kelowna Senior Secondary School:  Musical and Cultural Events, Activities and Experience, 

New York (April 5-April 12, 2020) 
 

8.0 APPENDICES 
A.    Policy 525:  Field Studies – Curricular and Extra-Curricular   
B. Itinerary for Mount Boucherie International Music Performances 
C. Itinerary for France Exchange 
D.    Itinerary for Kelowna Senior Secondary Cultural and Historical Tour 
E. Itinerary for Kelowna Senior Secondary Leadership and Education and Enrichment 

International Field Study 
F. Itinerary for Kelowna Senior Secondary Musical and Cultural Events International Field 

Study 
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Section Five: Instructional Programs 

525 – FIELD STUDIES – CURRICULAR AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

Introduction 

The Board of Education believes that field studies can have educational value if they: 

 are relevant to the prescribed BC curriculum; or
 directly address career exploration or the intellectual, physical, social and

emotional development of students.

The Board may cancel or modify a field study approved in accordance with this 
policy and regulations when unforeseen events occur. 

Policy 

1. The Board believes field studies should supplement the curricular or extra-
curricular programs and as they may utilize time from the instructional day, the
public must be assured that the field studies:

 are directly related to the tasks the school is expected to perform (given
the limited instructional time in the school year);

 have educational benefits that outweigh any time loss from school;
 have been planned to achieve specific educational goals.

2. Most field studies can be accomplished without extended travel and overnight
stays. The objectives of the curriculum should be addressed, where appropriate,
without extended travel/overnight stays.

3. Education is a partnership involving the school and the home. In order to ensure
that there is strong parental support for field studies being planned, the Board
directs that:

3.1 Informed consent forms for each student must be completed for every
field study to ensure that parents are aware of the activity (including 
thorough descriptions of the study, transportation, any inherent risks, any 
unusual or potential hazards and the possible consequences) and are 
supportive of the student’s participation. 

Appendix A
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3.2 For a field study that has volunteer and staff drivers using private 

vehicles, each driver must complete Form 525.3 – Transportation of 
Central Okanagan Public Schools Students Vehicle Use and Authorized 
Driver's Statements, prior to transporting students on the field study. 

 
3.3 Students that transport themselves in a private vehicle must complete 

Form 525.4 – Student Using Vehicle for Field Studies – Curricular and 
Extra-Curricular, and comply with the requirements as outlined on the 
Form.  The BC Schools Protection Program (SPP) does not recommend 
the use of student volunteer drivers due to their limited driving 
experience.  Therefore, a student is not permitted to drive other students 
to and from school field studies and extra-curricular activities during 
school hours. 

 
3.4 There shall be five levels of field studies, depending upon the activities to 

be undertaken.  For definitions of levels and requirements for each level, 
refer to Regulations 525R - Field Studies – Curricular and Extra-
Curricular. For a listing of field studies activities subject to restrictions 
and those which are prohibited, refer to Appendix 525A - Field Studies 
Activities.  

 
3.5 For field studies levels four and five, parents must be consulted well in 

advance of any study planning taking place with the students.  Studies 
must be planned well in advance to ensure educational purposes, parental 
support and safety issues are addressed. 
 

3.6 Schools must be extremely sensitive to the financial burden and the 
potential conflict between parents and students by possible expensive 
field studies; the ability of students to pay their share of the costs must not 
be a factor in determining participation.  School personnel must ensure 
that financial requirements do not exclude students from participation on 
a field study.  For further information, see Regulation 425R - Student 
Fees, Section 8 - Financial Hardship. 
 

3.7 For all studies, an appropriate medical response plan must be in place. 
 
4.  The Board recognizes that these educational experiences require many 

additional hours of staff time, and affirms staff for organizing these studies 
while ensuring they are relevant to the curriculum and enhance learning 
opportunities for students. 
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5.  If free travel tickets are provided as a result of bulk ticket purchases, the 
benefits must be shared by all those involved in the study and not taken solely 
by a supervisor or chaperone. 
 

6.  The Board neither approves nor sanctions any studies which are organized as 
vacations. The Board recognizes that there are some businesses which promote 
student travel and offer incentives of free airline tickets to adult supervisors 
who accompany students.  If such studies occur, they are outside any 
recognized activity of the school district and the Board accepts no 
responsibility. 

 
7.  The school district will endeavour to provide an annual budget for extra-

curricular activities.  
 

8.  The school district and school codes of conduct will apply to all field studies. 
 
 

Date Agreed:  April 23, 1980 
Date Amended:  February 13, 1985; October 26, 1994; 
   September 16, 1998; 
 
Date Amended/Reviewed: November 13, 2002 
Date Amended: June 9, 2004; October 27, 2004; January 26, 2011 
   June 24, 2015; February 27, 2019 
Related Documents: 525R, 525A, Field Study Forms 
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