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Memorandum 
Date: October 1, 2021 
To: Planning and Facilities Committee  
From: Mitch Van Aller, Director of Operations 

Action Item: Annual Integrated Pest Management Report 2021 

1.0 ISSUE STATEMENT 
The Board authorizes the use of all suitable techniques in an organized program to 
suppress pest populations in effective, economical and environmentally safe ways. 

2.0 RELEVANT BOARD MOTION/DIRECTION 
Policy 620 – Integrated Pest Management (IPM): “Each year a report shall be provided 
to the Board on the effectiveness of the pesticide management program, with appropriate 
recommendations for possible enhancements.” 

3.0 BACKGROUND 
School District policy ensures that no chemical pesticides are used on District sites.  This 
requires alternative measures to control landscape and structural surfaces. 

4.0 POINTS FOR CONSIDERATION 
None. 

5.0 OPTIONS FOR ACTION 
Continue the program as currently funded and advised by our District Horticulturists and 
external expert consultants. 

6.0 FOLLOW-UP/REVIEW: 
Yearly report required as per Policy 620 – Integrated Pest Management (IPM). 

7.0 DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS: 
The District will continue supporting a proactive and preventative approach to managing 
noxious weeds, invasive plants, vegetation and pests on all of our sites, (landscape or 
structural). Integrated Pest Management is a long-term program that reduces the reliance 
on pesticides and can lead to a reduction in their use. At this time no pesticides are 
utilized to control pests on any school site. 

8.0 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
THAT: The Planning and Facilities Committee recommends to the Board: 

THAT: The Board of Education accept the Annual Integrated Pest 
Management Report as the Annual Report required in Policy 620 – Integrated 
Pest Management (IPM), as attached to the Agenda and presented at the 
October 6, 2021 Planning and Facilities Committee Public Meeting. 
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9.0 APPENDICES 

A. District Horticulturist, Mike Daley detailed 2020/2021 report 
B. Policy 620 – Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
C. BC Ministry of Environment Integrated Pest Management Act and Regulation. 
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Appendix "A"  

Central Services IPM Report  - October 2020 to October 2021 
 

Preventing pests through the design, construction of facilities and landscapes is an essential component 
of IPM and developing cost-effective maintenance regimes.  Pests can easily take up residence in areas 
that are not landscaped appropriately or areas with inappropriate plant growth and materials. 

We continue to work towards improving the efficiency and sustainability of the IPM program by using 
good sound physical and cultural practices. 
 
The IPM approach is based on using proactive, preventative and cultural strategies and relies less on 
reactive measures for pest control.  Cultural practices are referred to as sound plant health care 
practices; they focus on prevention of the pest by maintaining a healthy host through proper planting, 
mowing, pruning and mulching.  Cultural practices also focus on reducing pest establishment, 
reproduction, dispersal and survival. 
 
October 2020 to October 2021 the following occurred: 
 

• All schools/sites were inspected on a regular basis for any pest issues, 
• Irrigation on all schools/sites were set on timers to ensure proper irrigation coverage, 
• Two grass crews ensured the fields were mowed on a scheduled basis, 
• One additional grass crew mowed 2 days per week, 
• Shrub beds at schools/sites were weeded and mulched, 
• Any tree that was identified as a hazard was pruned or removed, 
• Autumn leaves were mulched on site in the fall and then were spread on the turf and on the 

shrub beds. 
 
 



School District No. 23 (Central Okanagan) 

Policies And Procedures 

 
 

“Together We Learn” 

620 - Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
Page 1 of 1 

Section Six: School District Facilities 

620 –INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM) 

Introduction 

The Board of Education believes that an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
program, as recommended by the BC Ministry of Environment, is the most suitable 
method for maintaining sites in a safe, useable condition for current and future use. 

Policy 

1. The Board authorizes the use of all suitable techniques in an organized program
to suppress pest populations in effective, economical and environmentally safe
ways.

2. The essential components of the school district's integrated pest management
program include:

2.1 identification of the problem through an examination of the fields 
conducted by the office of the Director of Operations or designate;  

2.2 regular monitoring of the sites (to determine the most appropriate time, 
method and follow-up necessary); 

2.3 determining plant damage relative to a tolerance level acceptable to the 
Superintendent or designate and considering safety, financial and 
aesthetic implications;  

2.4 determining appropriate action to manage problems identified, 
including an appropriate combination of:  

 physical or mechanical controls;
 cultural controls;
 chemical controls.

3. Substituting physical or cultural controls for chemicals will be encouraged
wherever possible. When not possible, pesticides will be selected based on
compatibility with other treatment methods. When a pest count indicates that
some chemical controls are needed, school principals will be informed of the
results and the anticipated dates for treatment of the sites. Principals will then
inform their parent advisory councils of the treatment plans.

4. Each year a report shall be provided to the Board on the effectiveness of the
pesticide management program, with appropriate recommendations for possible
enhancements.

Date Agreed: May 26, 1993; 
Date Amended:  January 24, 2001 
Date Reviewed/Amended: November 13, 2002 
Date Amended: February 25, 2004; November 26, 2014 
Related Documents: 
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